
“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.”
 ~ I Peter 5:8
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THE GOLD MEDAL 
Dale Hubbert 

 
Steve Holcomb guided the 

USA-1 ñNight Trainò four man 
bobsled team to the end of the course 
on the final run in the 2010 Winter 
Olympics.  As he neared the finish at 
incredible speeds the goal of a 
lifetime was about to become reality.  
He and his teammates were awarded 
the gold medal ï the best in the 
world.  Years of sacrifice and hard 
work culminated on a podium as he 
listened to the National Anthem of 
his native country the United States.   

It is not unusual to see tears on 
that podium as scores of memories 
flood the mind of the participant.  So 
many years of training whose 
rewards depended on the 
performance of a few seconds and 
upon the performance of other 
competitors upon whom they had no 
control.  One glitch and all the hopes 
and dreams could be gone. 

The gold medal is highly 
treasured and honored by both 
participants and spectators.  It stands 
as the pinnacle of success in that 
athletic field.   There are some 
thought provoking comparisons to 
those goals and the journey of Godôs 
children.   

The reward for which all those 
who trust in God is different.  It is a 
crown of life.  The words of James 
are comforting and challenging: 
ñBlessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that 
love himò (James 1:12).    

It is ironic that the reward of the 
faithful child of God is described as a 
crown ï the same word used to 
describe the horrible and painful 
instrument used upon the head of 
Jesus at his crucifixion (Matthew 
27:29). Crowns have a cost.  Earthly 
crowns usually are very expensive. 
Our ñgold medalò has a great cost as 

well.  It cost Jesus his life (Matthew 
20:28) and will cost us a life of 
service and devotion (Luke 9:23).   

The parallels between the 
Olympic gold medal and the spiritual 
crown of life are intriguing.  Steve 
Holcomb and his bobsled team had 
to work together to reach the gold.  
While spiritual gold medals are given 
individually, it would be difficult to 
argue that teammates are not 
important along the way (1 
Thessalonians 4:1).    

Steve Holcomb had to take 
some incredible risks to earn his 
medal.  He underwent a very serious, 
dangerous, and unproven surgery on 
his eye to enable him to have the 
vision to be successful in their 
aspiration.  We must be willing to let 
God ñoperateò on our eyes though 
his written will so that we will 
clearly be able to see our goal.    

The first epistle of Peter 
encouraged elders to be strong and 
faithful so that when the chief 
Shepherd comes they can receive a 
crown of glory that will not fade 
away (1 Peter 5:4).  It is likely that 
many Olympic medals that have 
been won have been lost, stolen, or 
no longer mean what they once did 
to the winners or the spectators.  The 
Christianôs ñgold medalô will mean 
more with every passing moment.   

Olympic gold medals are 
certainly a sign of great achievement 
and effort.  It is worthy to honor and 
appreciate those who have made 
such sacrifices to succeed.  There is a 
spiritual medal that is of even more 
value.  Paul discussed in the 
Corinthian letter the understanding 
that earthly accomplishments like 
gold medals are ñcorruptibleò but 
that we are striving for a crown that 
will last forever (1 Corinthians 9:25).               

It is easy to see that Olympic 
gold medals can only go to one 

person or team in each event (1 
Corinthians 9:24).  For one to win ï 
all others must in a sense ñloseò.  
The gold medal of the child of God is 
not that way.     It was impressed 
upon Timothy by his mentor Paul 
that not only did Paul have a crown 
of righteousness in reserve but 
crowns were available to all who 
were faithful to the Lord (2 Timothy 
4:8).   Every person who will pay the 
price and walk the walk, can and will 
receive the spiritual gold medal.  

We must be careful not to let 
anyone take our crown (Revelation 
3:11).  There are many barriers that 
would hinder us from the crown of 
life.  As much as God wants to 
bestow crowns, Satan wants us to be 
hindered (1 Thessalonians 2:18).   
Our eyes must remain on the prize 
every day (Philippians 3:14).   We 
must not grow weary during training 
and struggles (Galatians 6:9).  

Steve Holcomb and his team 
had a common mission and a 
common purpose.  They did not enter 
the figure skating, curling, or any of 
the other events. They were focused 
totally on bobsledding.  If we are 
going to get the crown of life our 
focus above all other things must be 
upon serving the Lord (Colossians 
3:24).  We must not let a day go by 
without making plans for heaven.   

Well over 99% of those who 
live on the earth will never receive 
an Olympic gold medal.  The great 
majority of participants in the 
Olympics will not stand upon that 
highest platform.  Every person can 
however be awarded the greatest 
medal of all ï the crown of life if we 
will dedicate our life to God.  Are 
you shooting for the gold?     
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Rules to be Followed -- by Chance Hicks ---------------------------------------------------- continued from page 1 
 
If you have not done these things, or 
if you have only done a portion of 
these requirements, then you are not 
qualified to obtain the prize at the 
end of the race!  Just as an individual 
cannot win the Olympic medal 
without entering properly, so we 
cannot obtain the incorruptible crown 
in Heaven without entering into the 
race properly!  Obey the instructions 
of Christ now so that you can be 
qualified to obtain the crown! 
The Rules of Running 

Second, consider the rules 
which govern running the Christian 
race.  Notice again the words of the 
Hebrews writer, ñWherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run 

with patience the race that is set 
before usò (Hebrews 12:1).  Notice 
that the author refers to ñthe raceò 
before us.  This is the race for the 
incorruptible crown of life in 
Heaven; there is only one race which 
run lawfully will result in that crown!   

The Christian race is governed 
by the New Testament of Christ.  It 
is not governed by the Law of Moses 
(Colossians 2:14; Galatians 3:24).  
The Ten Commandments do not 
govern the Christian race (Romans 
7:4, 7).  The doctrine of Christ is the 
system of rules that must be followed 
in order to obtain the prize.  Jesus 
said His doctrine will be that by 
which our lives are judged, ñHe that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him:  
the word that I have spoken, the 

same shall judge him in the last dayò 
(John 12:48).  Just as the actions of 
the athletes in the Olympics are 
viewed and compared with the 
rulebook, so our actions will be 
viewed on the Day of Judgment and 
compared with the words of Christ.  
If our actions in life are in 
accordance with the teaching of 
Christ, then we will receive the 
crown.  However, if our actions in 
life violate the teachings of Christ or 
neglect the teachings of Christ, then 
we will be disqualified from 
receiving the crown on the Day of 
Judgment. 
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